If you remember to ‘kiss your puppy”
during these early days you won't
go far wrong. Kiss your puppy?

Be prepared for your puppy

The arrival of a puppy isn't all that much different
than expecting a new baby, reveals Lez Graham
So it's almost time to bring home your puppy, how very exciting, now it's time to really
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Yes — Keep it Short and Simple!
Short training sessions, short sessions out

t organised. There’s quite a few things to do before the big day, mainly preparin
get orgai q i g day, ly preparing of the crate, short resting sessions (lots

'your home and garden, preparing your car, and most important of all, preparing you!

We've already decided that pup is going
to be living indoors, but where indoors?
Ideally you'll be looking to crate train
your puppy, not only to keep your home
safe from your puppy but also to keep

your puppy safe from your home.

T11f you're bringing home your puppy
now (late spring) or in the summer
then you need to look at an area that’s
not in direct sunlight, you’ll also need

T 1ifyou're bringing home a late autumn or
winter puppy, while you still need to take into
account the sun, you also need to consider
location of radiators — if you need to put

| your crate near one then turn it right down
otherwise your puppy, as in the case of being
in direct sunlight, could end up dehydrated.

7 ]The kitchen is generally the ideal
place as the puppy can be whisked
outdoors when needed and can also
be part of the hustle and bustle

of family life.

T1Popan old piece of carpet,upside down
and place your crate on that; not only will
it protect the flooring from the crate but it
will make the crate easy to move around.
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somewhere with access to the outside.

No doubt you're thinking “of
course I've prepared myself for my
puppy — what's to prepare?”

T ]Have you arranged to take

time off work, or to have your
puppy at work with you?

Bringing home a puppy is time-
consuming and a great time-waster.

7] Have you set aside your evenings?
Trust me, you are going to be shattered
if not for the first couple of weeks

then certainly until you've got over

the worst of the toilet training.

~] Have you thought about the
future? | don’t mean holidays and
weekends away, although they
will certainly change, | mean more
about the unspoken contract that
we take out with our puppy when
we bring them home; that we'll
always do our best by them, walk
them every day rain or shine,
train them, be there for them, and
then, when the time comes, not
allow them to suffer unnecessarily
because we can’t face what we
signed up for. A sobering thought,
but something that we need to think
about when we bring them home.
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So the big day is here. Pack kitchen roll
and nappy bags in your car and go armed
with a big towel and a bottle of water so
that if the puppy is a little bit sick you can
clean it up without any fuss. See if you
can organise a partner or a friend to take
you so that you get to handle the puppy
all the way home. This is the one and
only time that | advocate not having the
puppy travel in the crate, so enjoy it!

Whoever is going to own the puppy should
handle it and wear no strong smelling
deodorant, aftershave or perfumes.

By the time you get home with your puppy
you want it to smell of you and you to smell of
it. You want your scent to be all-encompassing
on your puppy in the way that up until
now its dam and litter mates have been.

When you get home, sit in the garden for
afew minutes to give your puppy a leg stretch
and don't try to feed it immediately - give its
tummy a chance to settle from the journey,
then take it into the room that it's going to be
living in, certainly for the next couple of days.
Beware, if you open up your home to your
puppy immediately it'll get overwhelmed
and it will play havoc with toilet training.

Aim to keep it in the kitchen only (or the
room where its crate is) for two or three days
before introducing one room at a time.

Once you've decided where to put the crate
it's time to prepare the crate for puppy.

T]Go for asmall one initially or a larger one |
with a central divide you can move as puppy |
grows. If it's too large your puppy will bed
down in one side and toilet in the other.

T]Putabed in the crate that completely
fills it. Vet beds are, | believe, the best
at this stage. You can get hold of one
quite cheaply if you shop around.

Tlcut the vet bed to the size of the adult
crate and fold it over to put in your puppy
crate, that way you'll be able to use the bed
inthe larger crates and the back of your car.

Tlinvest in a crate bowl or coup cup, which you
can attach to the inside of the crate suspended
off the floor, that way when your puppy’s having |
aplay the water bowl won't be toppled.

7] The main thingtor with crate

| toilet indoors — and you'll not be able to

and lots of these) and simple training: sit,
. stand, come and the all-important, No!

Late nights and early mornings are going to
be the order of the day I'm afraid. Aim to leave
your puppy no more than five hours overnight
initially, then after a couple of nights add 15-30
minutes so within about two weeks of bringing
your puppy home he'll be dry through the night.
Lift all water out a couple of hours before
bedtime during this two week period so that |
your puppy isn't ‘refilling his tanks’ before ‘ A
bed, although if it's very hot then leave a small
amount in the crate with them. Common
sense is paramount in toilet training.
Train your puppy to go outside straight
away — if you use paper indoors, whether |
that’s newspaper or puppy pads, all you're
doing is teaching your puppy it's okay to

leave things like books and magazines on
the floor as they'll be an invite for puppy.
Toilet after feeding, playing and upon
waking. Learn to read your puppy’s body
language so you can see when he needs
to toilet, although generally circling is a |

training is if you can’t give your puppy your
full attention then he should be in his crate, |
certainly in the first couple of months.

y that something is about to happen.
Vigilance is key — that and keeping calm

~ if your puppy has an accident, you need to

improve your timing or change your routine. SG

Hand-made in the UK using a high quality boat rope, GT Leads
can be made in a variety of colours, while all the fittings are
stainless steel or brass so the leads can be easily cleaned by
putting them in a washing machine. GT Leads make three
designs, a standard slip, anti-twist and a trialling lead. They
start from £10 and there is a discount for multiple orders, plus
free postage. For more info, tel 07583
844583 or contact sarah.60@
btinternet.com.

| cars, hatchbacks, vans and 4x4s fitted with a

Gundog security is a serious business

and it is a fact that at some point we will
have to leave our dogs in the vehicle.

The Ventlock Tailgate Lock allows more
ventilation into your car than just leaving
windows open. It works by fixing the rear
door or tailgate in a semi-open position and,
combined with a front window open just an
inch, it allows free flowing air just where the
dogs need it most — on their nose at the back
of the vehicle. Best of all it fits most estate

rear door. They start at £13.50, plus postage.
For more details, visit www.ventlock.com
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