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As more and more owners of gundog breeds are following The Pet Gundog
books and are realising that the dog they share their home with is not just
capable of so much more but also needs so much more, Pet Gundog training
has become very much a specialism in its own right.

As owners are enjoying training their dogs and seeing the benefits of doing so,
they are looking for trainers who specialise in not only gundogs, but in training
The Pet Gundog.

In 2016, the originator of it all, Lez Graham, created The Accredited Pet
Gundog Instructor® programme which has been designed to develop the
cream of the crop in dog training instructors.

As an Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor® you will, upon successful completion
of 18 months intensive training, not only be proficient in dog training, but you
will also be skilled in all aspects of training a pet gundog, as well as, to name
but a few…
•

•
•
•
•
•

Mechanics of movement
Canine Anatomy & Physiology
Equipment design and usage
The psychology of the gundog
Common canine behaviour problems
Session planning

And because it’s from Lez Graham and her team, it goes without saying that
her revolutionary, effective, positive and motivational training techniques will be
used throughout the programme.
Excited?
We are too… keep reading for more information about what you’ll learn should
you be accepted to train as an Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor.

Only 8 places are available on
each intake and successful
applicants will, upon completion of
the training programme and
successful assessment be able to
call themselves Accredited Pet
Gundog Instructors.
As an Accredited Pet Gundog
Instructor you will be licensed to
use not only the coveted The Pet
GundogTM logo, but also the APGI
logo, which will differentiate you
from other gundog and pet dog
trainers.

With its monthly Skype sessions and online chat, this is so more than a
training course: it is a comprehensive, fully integrated mentoring
programme including the highest standards of teaching, training and
learning.

This programme offers you the opportunity, through personal commitment,
to reflect on and share expertise with other likeminded professionals, to
learn from and be inspired by the very best in the industry; it is a career
opportunity, unique to individual trainers to grow and achieve excellence.

Throughout the programme Lez Graham will
be teaching and mentoring in her unique style,
and will prepare you to set up as a highly
skilled APGI running your own Accredited Pet
Gundog training classes for which you’ll
receive a comprehensive training package.

As part of this programme you will be able to
achieve not one, but two Open College
Network Level 3 certificates; one in Canine
Studies and the other in Canine Training and
Behaviour, and, when combined with the
Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor knowledge,
will put you at the top of your profession.

So, if you’re serious about being a
successful dog trainer and are
passionate about all things gundog
then this is an opportunity to train
with the best.

Lez is unique in her approach to dog training and her effective, positive and
motivational techniques are taught throughout the programme; as others
teach her methods, they will undoubtedly revolutionise gundog training and
the attitudes towards it.
Lez was pivotal in the
development of the National
Occupational Standards for
Canine Professionals and, as
such, you can rest assured that
the quality and the level of
education you will be receiving
during your learning journey will
be second to none.
As well as having a Professional
Practice Masters degree in
Canine Behaviour & Psychology,
Lez also holds a City & Guilds in
Adult and Further Education
Teaching Certificate.

What you can expect
This programme is steeped in
canine
behaviour,
training
instructors to understand what
makes the Pet Gundog tick, how
to develop the behaviours that
we want in our dogs while
training them in a way that
honours their breeding and in
the
way
that
the
dog
understands.
Working optimally with the
anatomical and physiological
realm of the gundog we can
minimise injury and frustration
while maximising motivation.

What we expect of you…
Home study assignments will be emailed on the 5th of each month with work
returned by the end of each month for review and feedback.
Assignments throughout the 18 months will take the form of written work
and practical training which is videoed for feedback.

A dedicated private facebook group will be established for delegates and
although participation isn’t required, you will be expected to pop in to keep up
to date with any updates and to share training experiences.

The workshops consist of two five days plus one
four days training which includes assessment; all of
which you must attend with your dog as there will
be practical training as well as classroom based
study.
29th April – 3rd May 2019
23rd – 27th September 2019
16th – 19th March 2020
Every 2 years trainers are required
to attend a weekend CPD workshop.

The fabulous Macdonald Crutherland House Hotel set in the beautiful Clyde
Valley, Glasgow, is the stunning venue for all of the APGI workshops.

Accreditation and beyond
At the end of the programme, subject to assessment, you will either be
awarded Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor (APGI) or Accredited Pet Gundog
Instructor Advanced (APGIA) status, depending upon experience at
assessment.
As an APGIA you will able to run Accredited Pet Gundog classes and
Accredited Pet Gundog training days immediately; as an APGI you will be
required to teach the class syllabus beginning to end at least once before
being granted the advanced status.
You will receive, upon being awarded APGI status, the full teaching syllabus for
The Pet Gundog classes; upon being awarded APGIA you will also receive full
teaching syllabus for The Pet Gundog training days.

Accreditation and beyond
Upon accreditation you will be given your own page on The Pet Gundog
website linking to your website to promote your own classes / training days
and be licensed to display The Pet Gundog and the Accredited Pet Gundog
Instructor logos on your websites and advertising material.
As well as the use of logos, teaching material and entries on The Pet Gundog
website, the annual license fee also covers post accreditation mentoring plus
all printed class certificates.

Learning Outcomes
At the end of the training programme it is the aim that all students will not only
be able to demonstrate how to train their dogs the following exercises, but will
be confident training others.

Pet dog exercises
Walk to heel on a loose lead
Sit
Stand
Down
Come
Finish
Present
Go on your bed
Good manners around doorways
Leave it
Not You
Recall to heel

Gundog specific exercises
The Puppy Retrieve
Get on - The Marked Retrieve
Get on - The Memory Retrieve
The Split Retrieve; basic V formation
The Split Retrieve; advanced Y formation
Get out
The Clock
6s and 12s
12, 3, 6 and 9
Advanced

Steadiness
Find it
Variations on Get on and Get out
Goback
Whistle Control
Hunt
Turn
Sit
Stop
Recall
Water retrieving
Introducing shot
Starter pistol
Dummy launcher
Retrieve dressed dummies
Retrieve cold game
Work as part of a team

At the end of the training programme it is the aim that all students will
understand how and why the following equipment would be used as well as
demonstrate how to use them.
Flat collar
Half Check
Headcollars and harnesses
Slip lead
Training lead
Long line
Back packs
Balls & chuckit
Dummies
Feather and fur
Starter Pistol
Dummy Launcher
The Jump pen
The Lez Graham Retrieving Roll

At the end of the training programme it is the aim that all students will be able
to demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the following topics

Anatomy and physiology of the dog
The mechanics of movement
The mechanics of the retrieve
The psychology of the retrieve
The importance of body language
The importance of weight distribution in training
The importance of The Gaze
The importance of age appropriate training

Common Canine Behaviour Issues
Dealing with inappropriate behaviour in the dog training class
The psychology of the gundog
The psychology of the pet gundog owner
Dogs and the Law
Session planning
Class management
The psychology of learning
How dogs learn
How people learn
Learning styles
The Shoot
Different types
The human roles
The role of the gundog
Shooting etiquette

Level 3 Certificates
Level 3 Certificate in Canine Studies
The Canine Studies units that you will be completing as part of the
Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor programme are:
•
•
•
•

Canine Care and Welfare
Canine Nutrition
Anatomy & Physiology
Setting Up a Small Canine Business

Level 3 Certificate in Canine Training and Behaviour
The Canine Training and Behaviour units that you will be completing as part
of the Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor programme are:
•
•
•
•

Dog Training Theory
Canine Behaviour and Communication
Canine Behaviour Modification
Instructing Dog Training

We believe that by combining the above certificates you will receive a
fabulous grounding in the Dog Training and Behaviour Profession.
They are both recognised on the National Qualifications Framework
meaning that once you have achieved the credits (and the certificates), they
are yours for life.

Professional Training Fees
The Accredited Pet Gundog Instructor Programme begins on 5th January
2019 and upon successful enrolment you will receive your student pack in
preparation for programme start.
The programme fees, inclusive of registration, are £2995. There are three
payment options available
• Paid in full upon registration
• Registration fee of £495 followed by 11 monthly payments of
£200 and one of £300
• Registration fee of £495 followed by 5 monthly payments of
£400 and one of £500
Cancellations and refunds will only be accepted 60 days prior to programme
start. The registration fee is non-refundable after 14 days.
Delegates are responsible for booking, and paying for their own
accommodation.

What are students saying about The Accredited Pet
Gundog Instructor Programme?
“The APGI programme is a highly informative course that opens your mind as
a trainer”
“The APGI course utilises social media, regular video group sessions and
residential workshops to ensure that candidates are not isolated. The
syllabus is broken down into monthly homework assignments which are a mix
of theory and practical exercises. Additional ad-hoc reviews of animal based
video clips are used to stimulate group discussions and reinforce knowledge
and group camaraderie.”
“The course teaches not only ‘the how’ to conduct exercises but also the ‘why’
behind the exercise so that candidates are able to instruct and advise from a
position of knowledge and teach appropriate exercises in the correct
sequence and according to age, agility and activity of the dog.”

“The programme is so much more than I could have hoped for. The saying ‘it
does what it says on the tin’ would be an understatement where this
programme is concerned, it does so much more than it says on the tin. The
programme offers so much learning, going above and beyond my initial
expectations.”
“A holistic approach to dog training as we operated on the physical,
emotional, mental and almost spiritual plane and was not about simply
throwing dummies.”
“Learning theory and practical covering a variety of elements including: canine
behaviour, pet dog exercises, gundog exercises, plus, essential information on
equipment, the anatomical and physiological well-being of the gundog,
education on how we can minimise injury and train the dogs safely and age
appropriately.”

“The course has really opened my eyes about what it means to be a dog
trainer, rather than someone who can produce a reasonably obedient dog. I
have learned so much about the Why as well as the How and I look forward to
passing this on to others for the benefit of owners, and more importantly,
their dogs”
“If you want a practical course that gives you lots of information then this is
the course for you. Getting the dogs to a standard that is beneficial both for
you and your dogs in a way that is positively rewarding is the key aspect, using
gundog work to lock in practical everyday training. This for me is a breath of
fresh air, it’s ace!”
“The training methods are effective, positive and motivational and I have seen
a huge difference in my dog as I work through the programme with her. I
would highly recommend this fantastic programme to anyone serious about
taking their learning and teaching to a whole new level. You won't be
disappointed”

“Even the basics of dummy throwing have been broken down and evaluated
via video homework. Very quickly you start to analyse and review your own
interaction with your dog and become aware that either one or both of you
are learning all the time. Just as interesting is that you also start to watch
other people with their dog and apply your learning as you note how the
subtlety of body position could help the dog understand what is required of it
and succeed.”

“I am really enjoying this course there is so much to learn, the homework is
well structured and Lez’s books give you such a lot of information to refer to,
the workshop week was well run with a great venue and I would certainly
recommend it to anyone who is serious about wanting to train Gundogs!”

“For anyone wishing to establish themselves within the Pet Gundog Training
Industry training with Lez Graham will be a first class experience.
Quite simply Lez has the experience and hands on skills to be able to show
and help you with the ‘whole package.’
Business start-up, canine law and responsibilities, lesson planning and admin
as well as of course teaching clients how to train their dog.
I have worked with Lez for over ten years and she is an exceptionally talented
Teacher and Dog Trainer.
Studying with Lez is an opportunity that is way too good to miss…”

Howard Kirby
Lains Shooting School and Mullenscote Dog Training Centre

